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JOHN W. HESS

EDUCATION

1969 B.S. Geosciences (Geophysics), Pennsylvania State University.
1974 Ph.D. Geology (Hydrogeology), Pennsylvania State University.
1994  Stanford Executive Program, Graduate School of Business, Stanford University

EXPERIENCE

2001-Present Executive Director, The Geological Society of America, Responsible for providing leadership
and managing headquarters staff and operations and for putting into practice the policies and
directives of the Council and Executive Committee. Responsible for maintaining good
communication and working relationships between GSA and its divisions, sections and
Associated, Allied Societies, and other national and international societies and organizations.
Serves as Vice President of the GSA Foundation.

2000-2001 Legislative Fellow in Senator Harry Reid’s Office (D-NV), Washington, DC. Worked on
radioactive waste, water, global climate change, renewable energy and other science and
technology related issues. Worked closely with the Environment and Public Works and
Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water Committees.

1995-2001 Vice President for Academic Affairs, Desert Research Institute, University and Community
College System of Nevada. Provided leadership for scholarship, creative work and teaching
within the Institute and served as principal administrator for those issues involving faculty
appointments, professional advancement, sabbatical leave, grievance, retirement, teaching and
other faculty involvement at the UCCSN system level. Responsible for international activities
1999 — 2000.

2000 Acting Vice President for Finance and Administration, Desert Research Institute. Responsible
for budgetary and fiscal management and planning, human resources, facilities, information

technology, and safety.

1989-2000 Executive Director, Division of Hydrologic Sciences (Water Resources Center), Desert Research
Institute, University and Community College System of Nevada. Responsible for the
administration and scientific leadership of the Division including acquisition of new research
programs, development of long-range plans and coordination of research programs. The Center
consisted of more than 85 professional, technical, and support staff and operates on an annual
research budget of more than $7 million.

1998-1999 & 1994-1995 Interim Vice President for Research, Desert Research Institute, University and
Community College System of Nevada. Responsible for business development activities for the
Institute. Member of the University and Community College System of Nevada Research Affairs
Council (Chair) and Academic Affairs Council.

1987-1989 Deputy Executive Director, Water Resources Center, Desert Research Institute, University of
Nevada System, Las Vegas, Nevada. Had joint responsibility with the Executive Director for



1986-2001

1978-1986

1981-1987

1980-1981

1974-1978

1969-1974

coordinating the research activities of 80 professional, technical and support staff and oversee an
annual research budget of $5 million.

Research Professor, Division of Hydrologic Sciences (Water Resources Center), Desert Research
Institute; Professor, Geosciences Department and Water Resources Management Program,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas: and Professor, Department of Geological Sciences and
Hydrologic Sciences Program, University of Nevada, Reno; University and Community College
System of Nevada. Directed and conducted hydrochemical, hydrogeologic, isotopic, and
geophysical research pertaining to carbonate terrains, unsaturated zones, and ground-water
monitoring methodologies. Taught Isotope Hydrology, Water Resource Geochemistry,
Hydrogeology, Hydrologic Techniques, Hydrologic Field Camp, and seminar courses.
Supervised graduate student research.

Associate Research Professor, Water Resources Center, Desert Research Institute; and Associate
Professor, Department of Geology, University of Nevada, Reno; University of Nevada System,
Las Vegas, Nevada. Conducted and directed hydrogeologic, isotopic, hydrogeochemical, and
geophysical research pertaining to carbonate terrains, unsaturated zones, urban and natural
environment storm runoff, marsh nutrient chemistry, natural nitrate problems, ground-water
monitoring methodologies and hazardous waste monitoring. Taught graduate courses and
supervised graduate student research.

Director, Environmental Isotope Laboratory, Water Resources Center, Desert Research Institute,
University of Nevada System, Las Vegas, Nevada. Responsible for the operation of an isotope
laboratory capable of analyzing for hydrogen, oxygen, and carbon stable isotope ratios.

Sabbatical Leave - Honorary Research Fellow, Department of Geology, University of Glasgow,
Glasgow, Scotland, attached to the Isotope Geology Unit, Scottish Universities Research Reactor
Centre, East Kilbride, Scotland. Conducted a stable isotope hydrology research project in the
Yorkshire Dales, England pertaining to the movement of water through the karst aquifer system
and geochronological research using Th/U age dating methods on speleothems from Kentucky
and Great Britain.

Assistant Research Professor, Water Resources Center, Desert Research Institute, University of
Nevada System, Las Vegas, Nevada. Conducted hydrogeologic and hydrogeochemical research
pertaining to carbonate terrains, unsaturated zone radionuclide migration, shallow ground-water
contamination, playas and resource evaluation and management.

Graduate Assistant, Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylvania.

1973-1974 Materials Research Laboratory, Conducted research on the Lasar Ramon
Spectroscopy of hydrated salts.

1971-1973 Institute for Research on Land and Water Resources, Conducted research on the use
of hydrograph analysis for the management of carbonate aquifers in the Central Kentucky Karst.
1970-1971 Materials Research Laboratory, Conducted research on the candoluminescence of
transition metal phosphorus and calcium sulfate.

1969-1970 Geophysics Department, Conducted research on acoustical methods for
determination of well casing length and depth to water and electrical resistivity methods of
fracture trace location.



PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP

American Association of the Advancement of Science
American Geophysical Union

American Institute of Hydrology

American Water Resources Association

Cave Research Foundation - Fellow

Geological Society of America - Fellow

The Geochemical Society

International Association of Geochemistry and Cosmochemistry
International Association of Hydrogeologists

National Speleological Society - Fellow

Society of the Sigma Xi

AWARDS

Cave Research Foundation Graduate Fellowship — 1970

Fellow - Cave Research Foundation - 1971

Fellow - National Speleological Society - 1977

Fellow - Geological Society of America - 1992

Centennial Fellow - College of Earth and Mineral Sciences, Pennsylvania State University — 1996
Listed in Who's Who in America

Listed in Who's Who in the West

Listed in International Who's Who

Listed in Strathmore's Who's Who

University and Community College System of Nevada Outstanding Administrator, 1996-97
University and Community College System of Nevada Outstanding Faculty, 2001

Research Professor and Executive Director Emeritus, Desert Research Institute - 2001

ARTICLES, REPORTS AND PAPERS (*Paper also presented at meeting.)
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